FAITH FORMATION AND EVANGELIZATION

I Have Called You Friends
(Part I): Divine Intimacy

The Book of Deuteronomy ends on a sad note. | guess |
should have given you a spoiler alert before saying that. Sorry!
Last time | checked, though, Deuteronomy wasn't currently on a
list of bestsellers. And they haven't yet made a movie about it,
so maybe you'll forgive me. The Israelites had been forty years
in the desert, and Moses had died. So they were right to be
bummed: "Since then no prophet has arisen in Israel like Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face” (Deut 34:10).

Moses knew the Lord face to face. There was a kind of divine
intimacy. Moses spoke with God as a man does with his friend
(see Ex 33:11). The people were awaiting a prophet like Moses
(see Deut 1815), and all they got was a lot of melancholy.
Nobody panned out, because none of them knew the Lord face
to face.

This all changes, of course, when Jesus arrives on the scene.
Jesus was a prophet like Moses who sprang up from among the
people. And what is more, Jesus was the Son of God who not
only knew the Father face to face, but who had seen the Father’s
face and not only his back as Moses did. “No one has ever seen
God" John the Evangelist says. “The only Son, God, who is at the
Father's side” has seen him (cf. Jn 1:18).

But Jesus doesn't keep the Father to himself. Instead, he “has
revealed him” (Jn 1:18). Whoever sees Jesus sees the Father
(see Jn 14:9). Jesus is the face of God: in Jesus, God has a
human face. And Jesus calls us his friends. "l have called you
friends, because | told you everything | have heard from my
Father” (Jn 15:15). Jesus calls us into friendship with him, into a
divine face-to-face, because the Lord wants to know us this
intimately.

All of this would have been completely shocking in the
broader Greco-Roman society at the time. That culture regarded
friendship as possible only between equals. Yet, here is Jesus —
God — claiming to be friends with..us. How can the eternal,
infinite, omni-this and omni-that God become our friend? How
could the Creator make friends with his creature? Well, he did so
by becoming a creature — taking on flesh and becoming like us
in all things but sin.

Wonder of wonders! The God of the universe calls us his
friends. He invites us to an intimate relationship with him, one
characterized by face-to-face communication, the way good
friends speak with one another. This, of course, implies heart-to-
heart sharing. It implies intimacy, vulnerability, and love. God
wishes to share his heart with us, and he asks us to share our
hearts with him. He invites us to rest on his heart as he abides
in the heart of the Father.

This year, our ministry
theme invites us to lean into
the divine intimacy  of
friendship  with  God. He's
called us his friends. Do we
believe it? Really? Because if
we do, we can ditch our sad
Deuteronomic ~ dirges  and
spend time delighting in the
Lord as he delights in us.

I'd like to close by sharing some of my own reflections on the
artwork for the year. First of all, 'm grateful to Rachael Williams
for all of her work on this piece, and to my team for their
feedback. Inspired by the road to Emmaus, we see Jesus
(indicated by the halo) walking with two disciple-friends on the
Way. Note how the road kind of continues up and infinitely
around the sun, or is it the Son in Eucharistic form? The Way
leads us into the Eucharistic heart of Christ, where we, on this
side of heaven, experience the divine face to face and enter
most deeply into friendship with Christ. The Cross also stands
prominently at the center,
because on the Cross Jesus
reveals the depths of his love
for his friends. He invites us to
share in this cruciform love.
But more on that next time.
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