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If you would like to have a Mass celebrated for a special occasion, on behalf of
a family member, a friend, or a deceased loved one, please submit
a Mass Request using our new online program.
Visit the link below, or scan the QR code.
tinyurl.com/MassIntentionSM

Schedule a Mass Intention
Learn more about Eucharistic exposition and
becoming a regular guardian at
stellamarisfamily.org/adoration.

Eucharistic Exposition
**St. Bernadette: Tuesdays from 9am - 8pm
St. Mary: Thursdays from 5pm - 7pm
St. Peter: Mondays from 1pm - 7pm
St. Thomas More: Fridays from 9:30am - 3:30pm
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Key: B: Bernadette, M: Mary, P: Peter, TM: Thomas More
Mass Intentions

For more information on weddings, baptisms, and funerals, please
call the appropriate parish office. If you or a loved one is hospitalized
or ill at home and would like a pastoral visit and/or Anointing of the
Sick, please call 513-549-2198.

Other Sacramental Needs

*Weekend Mass Schedule
St. Bernadette
Saturday 8:15am, Sunday 9am & 11am
St. Mary
Sunday 10:30am
St. Peter
Saturday 5pm, Sunday 8:30am
St. Thomas More
Saturday 4pm, Sunday 8am & 10am

*Daily Mass Schedule
St. Bernadette
M, T, W, F 8:15am, Thursday 6:45pm
St. Mary
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30am
St. Peter
Friday 8:30am
St. Thomas More
T, W, Th, F 8:30am

Confession Schedule
St. Bernadette: Thursdays from 5:30pm to 6:30pm
& Saturdays from 9am to 10am
St. Mary: Thursdays from 6pm to 7pm
St. Peter: Mondays from 6pm to 7pm &
Saturdays from 4:00pm to 4:45pm
St. Thomas More: Saturdays 3pm to 3:40pm
Confessions are also available by appointment. Please
contact one of our priests by phone or email to schedule
a time.

**Benediction (7pm-8pm) First Friday & third
Tuesday of each month at St. Bernadette

*Exceptions for Mass times will be listed separately in the bulletin.

LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS

STELLA MARIS FAMILY OF PARISHES

Friday, September 4

8:15am (B) ♰ Donna Petri req. by Tim and Kristy Petri
8:30am (P) ♰ Tony Macke req. by Joe and Linda Macke
8:30am (TM) ♰ Tony Reichard req. by Cathy O'Connor
Saturday, September 5

8:15am (B) Priest’s Intention
4:00pm (TM) ♰ Bill Weimer req. by Bo and Pat Trutschel
5:00pm (P) ♰ Lola Zink req. by Mary Grever
Sunday, September 6

8:00am (TM) ♰ Bill Weimer req. by Jean Hunter and Sherry Smith
8:30am (P) People of the Parish Family
9:00am (B) ♰ All of the deceased members of the Stella Maris Family req.
by The Klysz-Robben Family
10:00am (TM) People of the Parish req. by the Pastor
10:30am (M) ♰ Loraine Bauer req. by Lorie and Steve
11:00am (B) ♰ Janette Dory req. by N Doty Bortle

Monday, August 31

8:15am (B) ♰ Edna Disney req. by Paula Disney
Tuesday, September 1

8:15am (B) ♰ Naomi McCormick req. by Karen and John Trautmann
8:30am (M) ♰ Gloria Seimer req. by Rose Marie Toltave
8:30am (TM) ♰ Carl McCulley req. by The McCulley Family
Wednesday, September 2

8:15am (B) ♰ Rose Marie Toltave req. by Barbara and Murray Hammond
8:30am (TM) ♰ Karen Klysz req. by Maureen Combs
Thursday, September 3

8:30am (TM) ♰ Jack Gardner req. by Donna Dwyer
8:30am (M) ♰ Linda Snedeger-Jenkins req. by St. Mary Bereavement
6:45pm (B) People of the Parish Family

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fr. Tim Ralston
Pastor of Stella Maris
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Celebrating a Quinceañera

I recently had the blessing of celebrating a quinceañera at St.
Mary’s for a young lady as she celebrated her 15th birthday. This
was my first time being involved in a quinceañera; I had never
even attended one before. I knew of them, though, and heard
they were quite the celebration. So, when the family reached out
to see about having this in Bethel, I was excited to learn more
and, if able, to be a part of it.

For those who may not know, a quinceañera is a coming-of-
age celebration for a 15-year-old woman. This is typically found
in Latin American cultures. The celebrations include food,
dancing, fancy dresses, and great joy. Oftentimes, for Catholics,
they also include a religious element, either within or outside of
Mass.

So, when I met with this particular family, they mentioned
they wanted to have Mass as part of the celebration. One of my
first questions, though, was “Can this be in English?” Since I
don’t know Spanish, I would not have been able to offer the Mass
in that language. Thankfully, they said English was fine. So, after
they explained how quinceañeras typically go, I readily agreed to
help.

And, when the day came, I felt truly blessed to be able to
celebrate the Mass and was moved by the experience. Within
the celebration of Mass, there are some special elements that
take place for the young woman and her family. These were very
memorable for me. The opening procession takes place with the
young woman, her parents, and godparents all participating. This
shows the connection we are called to have with those who are
given the task of helping us live our faith, even as we ourselves
get older.

Most of the other special traditions take place immediately
after the homily. First, the one who is turning 15 renews her
baptismal promises, giving public witness to her faith. She then
receives gifts, commonly including a Bible and a Rosary,
showing the roles that the Word of God and our prayer life play
in helping us mature, make good decisions, and truly live to
serve the Lord. After receiving the gifts, the young woman then
offers a gift – namely, her devotion to the Blessed Mother—

by placing flowers before her statue. This takes place
oftentimes, as a Marian hymn, such as Ave Maria, is being sung.
Again, this demonstrates our need to turn to Mary, as our
mother, and ask for her intercession to help us navigate this life.

The rest of the Mass was fairly typical, with the usual, yet
beautiful, ways the Church has given us to offer our worship to
the Lord. But I will admit, since this was my first ever
quinceañera, I wasn’t always sure how things were to go within
the Mass. This was okay, though, as God was praised and
glorified; this young woman gave witness to her faith – while
being surrounded and supported by her loved ones – and all
those present were given the reminder of how blessed we are
with the gift of life that God has given us.

This might be my biggest takeaway from this celebration –
that gentle nudge to not forget gratitude. To take time each day
to give God thanks for the gift of life, and then to seek to honor
that gift by how I choose to live it in my relationship with Him.
And this is good, not just for 15-year-old women to keep in mind,
but for each and every one of us.

St. Bernadette — 9:00 am
St. Mary — 9:00 am
St. Thomas More — 9:00 am

Mass schedule

Labor DayMass Schedule

Monday, September 7

There will be no Eucharistic Adoration or

confessions at St. Peter on Labor Day.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Lectio & Life Bible Study
Thursdays beginning September 3 | 12:00 pm | Stievenard Hall, St. Bernadette

High School Youth Ministry Nights
September 6 & 20 | 7:00 pm | Stievenard Hall, St. Bernadette

Unwrapping the Gift of Time: A Family Adventure
September 8 | 6:30 pm | Stievenard Hall, St. Bernadette | Family Faith Event

Holy Widowhood with special guest Fr. Benjamin Packer
September 10 | 10:30 am | Stievenard Hall | Institute Group

The Art of Spiritual Grandparenting, Jeanie & Charlie Stephens, Bill & Nancy Shula
September 14 | 7:00 pm | Stievenard Hall, St. Bernadette | Workshop

The Book of Revelat
Wednesday

The GRACE Ministry
September

Magnifica Humanita
September

Boundless: Encount
September

Stella Maris Family
September

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE
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September Events at Stella Maris

Visit our calend
stellamarisfam

tion Bible Study with Fr. Bill Wagner
ys beginning September 16 | 7:00 pm | St. Thomas More School Library

y Fall Retreat
r 18-20 | Holy Spirit Center in Norwood | register by August 30

as and Catholic Perspectives on AI, Fr. Andrew Pinsent
r 22 | 7:00 pm | Stievenard Hall, St. Bernadette | Talk

tering Jesus in the Gospels, Brad Bursa
r 24; October 1, & 8 | 1:30 pm | Stievenard Hall | Mini-Course

of Parishes Picnic
r 26 | following the 4:00 pm Mass | St. Thomas More

dar events page at
ily.org/events-calendar to learn more!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



FAITH FORMATION AND EVANGELIZATION
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LECTIO & LIFE
BIBLE STUDY

New this fall, join Brad Bursa, director of evangelization at
Stella Maris, on September 3 for a new Bible Study, Lectio &
Life. Registration is not necessary, but let Brad know you're
interested and if you'd like to be added to the study email list.

You can reach him at bbursa@stellamarisfamily.org

Thursdays starting at 12 pm
Stievenard Hall on the St. Bernadette Campus

stellamarisfamily.org/bible-studies

Bring your Bible and lunch on Thursday, September 3!

by September 1 at stellamarisfamily.org/time

With Christ, all things are possible–even having enough time
to rest, work, and play. In this workshop for the entire family,
we’ll examine howwe use our time and work together to align
our schedules more closely with God’s plan, so that we can
receive His peace and His joy.

Tuesday, September 8, 6:30-8:00 pm
Stievenard Hall @ St. Bernadette
Snacks and drinks will be provided.
Optional dress code: Wear your favorite
adventuring gear!

UNWRAPPING
THEGIFTOF

TIME

a choose-your-own adventure
for the whole family

Register

Join Stella Maris parishioners and experienced grandparents
Jeanie and Charlie Stephens, and Bill and Nancy Shula as they
discuss principles and strategies for supporting the faith
journeys of your grandchildren.

You can register via the link or QR code below, or by calling the
St. Thomas More Parish Office at (513) 752-2080.

The Art of Spiritual

Grandparenting

Monday, September 14 | 7:00-9:00 pm

Stievenard Hall, St. Bernadette
Cost $15 | 20 spots available
Registration closes one week before the workshop.

To learn more and register, visit

stellamarisfamily.org/institute-workshops

Interested in becoming Catholic?
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A Simple Roadmap for Adults

stellamarisfamily.org/become-catholic
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STELLA MARIS FAMILY OF PARISHES PICNIC

Th is

A side dish or dessert to share

BYOB

Your whole family!

What to Bring...

What is provided...
Main dish

Water & lemonade

Music

Kids’ games

Raffles

Fellowship

A whole lot of fun!

Please RSVP by Friday, September 18
RSVP by scanning the QR code or by visiting stellamarisfamily.org/picnic

You are invited to...

St. Thomas More Picnic Shelter
800 Ohio Pike, Cincinnati, OH 45245

Saturday, September 26, 2026 | 5:00-9:00 pm

he 4th Annual Stella Mari
Family of Parishes Picnic!

Hosted at St. Thomas More. Following the 4 pm Vigil Mass.

P

Fr. Tim is canceling St. Peter’s 5 pm Mass on September 26 for the picnic. Join us for the 4 pm Mass at St. Thomas More,
followed by the picnic at 5 pm. Everyone is welcome—even if you can’t attend Mass!

Stella Maris apparel is encouraged, and we will have items available for purchase at the picnic.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The GRACE Ministry Fall Women’s Retreat

September 18-20 at the Holy Spirit Center in Norwood: Join your sisters in Stella Maris for the GRACE Ministry
Fall Retreat — Living Like Jesus from the Inside Out. Our retreat preachers are John Leyendecker and Dave
Staples from School of Faith in Cincinnati, Ohio. The weekend cost is $200, and scholarships are available.
Registration for this retreat closes on August 30.
Please scan the QR code or visit zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/grace-ministry-retreat to reserve your spot today!

Become Catholic (ages 18+)
Please contact Brad Bursa, Director of Evangelization, at bbursa@stellamarisfamily.org
Become Catholic for Teens (grades 9th-12th)
Please contact Jacie Lussetto, Youth Minister, at jlussetto@stellamarisfamily.org. Register by Sept. 1.
Become Catholic for Children (ages 7+)
Please contact Courtney Smalley, Coord. of Family Faith, at csmalley@stellamarisfamily.org. Register by Sept. 9.

BecomeCatholic at StellaMaris
Interested in becoming Catholic, getting baptized, or entering the Church? Join one of our Become Catholic
programs! Learn more and register by visiting stellamarisfamily.org/bc or by contacting the appropriate member
of our team listed below.

St. Thomas More’s Music Ministry will resume its regular rehearsal schedule on Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm,
beginning September 10. We have a variety of musical groups and styles as part of our music ministry at St. Thomas More.
At rehearsals, we bring all three groups together for one rehearsal. Not only do we look forward to current members
returning, but we are also open to new members joining! Both adults and youth, 5th grade or above, are welcome to join.

The Saturday 4:00 pm Mass ensemble includes guitar, saxophone, as well as several singers and cantors. Sunday at 8:00
am is composed of one or two singers and organ/piano. Our full choir sings at the 10:00 am Sunday Mass. During the
summer, our music ministry takes a break from scheduled rehearsals; however, those members who are available to sing
at Mass are welcome.

Music ministry is open to anyone who can match pitch (“carry a tune”) or play an instrument. For those who would like to
sing, prior experience or the ability to read music is not necessary, and you do not have to be a professionally trained
singer—we provide on-the-job training! Please contact our Music Director, Michael Collins, at mcollins@sttmschool.org or
through the school office at 513-753-2540, ext. 123 if interested in becoming a part of the music ministry.

Music Ministry Updates

St. Thomas More

The choirs of St. Bernadette, St. Mary, and St. Peter are also inviting back current members for a new season, and seeking
new members. You don’t need to read music, nor do you need to attend every rehearsal. If you love to sing, the music
ministry is a great way to serve your parish. Our choirs are open to adults and students in middle school and high school.

The St. Bernadette choir rehearses Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm in the church. Rehearsals last about an hour.

Beginning September 10, choirs for St. Peter and St. Mary will rehearse at the home of director Suzanne Schneller in New
Richmond on Thursday evenings from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Interested parishioners may contact music directors Bob
Bridges or Suzanne Schneller after Mass for more details.

St. Bernadette, St. Mary & St. Peter

NEWS AND EVENTS
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Nearly 70% of Americans have not started or completed the most basic element of an estate plan: a last will. Stella
Maris has partnered with MyCatholicWill to offer a valuable new service for our parishioners and their families.
Through this partnership, you can create a legally valid will while ensuring your faith and values are reflected in your
final wishes. As a member of our parish, you can create a legally valid will at no cost, from the comfort of your own
home. Simply visit mycatholicwill.com/stellamarisfamily to get started.

MYCATHOLICWILL

The Knights of Columbus will be selling Football Sweepstakes tickets at St. Mary and St. Peter on September 5 and
6, and also at St. Thomas More and St. Bernadette on September 12 and 13. The Football Sweepstakes involves the
last 10 weeks of games played by the NFL this season—games that will be played between November and January.
The donation is $20 per ticket. At least $2,500 in prizes will be awarded each week or at least $25,000 over the
contest period. The 23 winners are determined by ticket holders with the four teams that score the most, or the
least, number of points in that given week of games. The scores from the previous week’s games are used for teams
that are not scheduled to play in any given week. A winners’ list will be posted on fundcrazr.com and kofcohio.org. The
password is your ticket number. All proceeds go to charities in our area. For tickets, call Steve Feist at 513-965-1073,
stevfeis@gmail.com, or Jeff Racic at 513-225-7423, jracic2@gmail.com.

Knights of Columbus Football Crazr Sweepstakes

Each year, the ladies at St. Mary’s church make homemade soups for the Christmas Craft Show held on November
13 and 14. We make the soups on November 9 and 10. But what we need now is any access that you may have to
your gardens. We freeze these and use them for preparing our soups. Please contact Barb Wallace at 513.519.5312.
She will make arrangements with you to get them. Also, if you do not have a garden but would like to contribute to
the purchase of supplies for the kitchen, we would be so grateful. Just put your donations in the collection basket and
mark them as We appreciate donations of new or gently used items for the Grab Bag
and Bid-n-Buy. You can place these in the Gathering Space at St. Mary’s or contact Lois Dennis at 513.277.9005 or
Cary Minarchek at 513.319.5333 for pickup. Thank you in advance for your support!

Garden SurplusesWanted and Needed Plus Additional Donations

St. Bernadette: 513-753-5566, Ext 130 | St. Mary: 513-373-1996 | St. Peter: 513-688-3629 | St. Thomas More: 513-753-2561
STELLA MARIS FAMILY OF PARISHES ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HELP LINES:

Putting our Love in Action through CharitableWork and Social Justice

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul in the Stella Maris Family of Parishes
Today, we hear Jesus say to us, “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.” The challenge is to let go so God can lead us Is God leading you to the Vincentian Vocation? We
could always use more parishioners to join this ministry, answering the call to help serve the poor.

NEWS AND EVENTS
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The Women's Bible study will be starting a new 14-week video series in September called, “The Wild Goose —
Discovering a Deeper Relationship with the Holy Spirit," featuring Fr. Dave Pivonka. Come to learn about and
experience the truth of God the Father's love for you as revealed by the Holy Spirit. The study will start on Friday,
September 11. We will meet on Friday mornings at St. Peter in the undercroft after Mass, from 9:15-10:45 a.m. Call or
text Carol Adams at 513-515-3143 if you have any questions, or just show up! All women are invited.

Women of Stella Maris! Discover a Deeper Relationship with the Holy Spirit!

Begins Friday, September 11 in St. Peter’s undercroft at 9:15 am

St. Mary Craft Show Donation.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CONNECTWITH US!

facebook.com/StellaMarisCinci

@stellamariscincinnati

@StellaMarisCincinnati

NEWS AND EVENTS

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | AUGUST 30, 2026 9

NEW TO STELLA MARIS?

We are so glad you’re here!
We encourage you to register as a parishioner.
Scan the QR code or visit
stellamarisfamily.org/new-parishioner-registration

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Please submit your bulletin articles to
rwilliams@stellamarisfamily.org.
For submission guidelines, visit
stellamarisfamily.org/bulletin

MATERIALS DUE:
SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

BULLETIN ISSUE:
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



GENERAL INFO & PRAYERWALL

CHURCH INFORMATION

THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: David Himmelstein, Jan Frazee, Bev
Jung, Carroll Mayhugh, Ross Gentry, Timothy Haller, Robert
Back, Julie Armbrecht, Marge Armbruster, Kristina Deboard, Ken
Ozanich, Joann Schwetschenau, Matthew Haunert, Patricia Dean,
Herbert Doty, Steve and Zenia Kobylski, John Davis, Pat
Crumbacher, Jim D'Aquila, Milie Blom, Mary Breving, Rose
Brumfield, Pauline Young, Derek Archer, AJ Bressler, Mary Ann
Fedak, Mary Anna Willacker, Denny Mulvey, Charlie Horstman,
Andrea Kittel, Robert Kocher, Paul Coyne, Willie and Renee
Rooks, Joe Bresser, Rita Afflaeck-Graves, Bernice Sutter, Nicole
Bussard, Kenneth Siler, Hugh Evans, Donna Merkle, Robert Rau,
Ainsley Gableman, Michelle Smith, Norma Alford, David Kiefer,
Barb Setty, Alice Sims, Dennis Ralph, Lori Cole, Carol Woerner,
Toni Hayes Herbst, Bob Guenther, Tom Candelaresi, Jose
Worral, Kathy Johnson, Dave O’Connor, Art Kareth, Steve Feist,
Harry Horstman, Cathy Scheffter, Tyler Renfro, Chris Horstman,
Nicole Henry, Kathy Luken, Mary Burke, Michael Daniel Lafferty,
Deacon Jerry Etienne, Sallie Lund Etienne, Tim Etienne, Cindy
Baird,

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: Michael Kelly, Dominic Steelman,
Donnie Lawrence, Tyler Reinhart, Jonathan Carnes, Travis Gallivan,
Koray Sexton, Michael Hucker Jr., Corey Campbell, Randy Damron,
Keith Deardorff, Ryan Robinson, Paul Bellonby II, Andrew
Schloemer, Kimberley Brinson, Joshua A. Rettig, Tim Czubek, Bill
Harris, Rachel Piening, Brian Faw, Jeff Archer, Matthew Quitter,
Paul Conrady, Emma Conrady, Kyle Broerman and Alexis Ruth,
Nicholas Craig, Logan Owens, Connor Murray, Samantha
Dauterman, Andrew D'Aquila-Meyers, Benjamin Watson, Robert
Kidd, James Leo Seibert III, Ethan Tolliver, Crosby Luke Seibert,
Logan Coward,

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

To keep our prayer list up to date, please email
rwilliams@stellamarisfamily.org to add/remove names.

PRIESTS

Father Timothy Ralston, Pastor
513-753-5566 ext. 102 | pastor@stellamarisfamily.org
Father Benjamin Packer, Parochial Vicar
frpacker@stellamarisfamily.org
Father William Wagner, Parochial Vicar
513-753-2553 | wcjwags@sttm.org
Father David Endres, Weekend Celebrant

For a complete listing of parish staff members, please
see the individual parish websites.

St. Bernadette

1479 Locust Lake Rd.
Amelia, OH 45102
Office: (513) 753-5566
stbameliaparish.org
St. Mary

3398 State Route 125
Bethel, OH 45106
Office: (513) 734-4041
sccrohio.org

St. Peter

1192 Bethel-New Richmond Rd,
New Richmond, OH 45157
Office: (513) 553-3267
sccrohio.org
St. Thomas More

800 Ohio Pike
Withamsville, OH 45245
Office: (513) 752-2080
sttm.org

stellamarisfamily.orgStella Maris Family of Parishes:

10 STELLA MARIS FAMILY OF PARISHES

Parish Stewardship

Fiscal Year-to-Date through July
(for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027)

St. Peter

$19,591

ACTUAL
$11,006

($8,585)

CATEGORY
INCOME
EXPENSES
NET

$18,482

FORECASTED
$10,515

($7,967)

St. Mary

CATEGORY
INCOME
EXPENSES $26,262

ACTUAL
$21,102

($5,161)NET
$30,016

FORECASTED
$21,722

($8,295)

St. Thomas More

($74,720) ($93,218)
$302,782

ACTUAL
$228,061

$253,653

FORECASTED
$160,435

CATEGORY
REVENUE
EXPENSES
INCOME

St. Bernadette

CATEGORY
INCOME
EXPENSES $202,333

ACTUAL
$169,429

($32,904)NET
$214,814

FORECASTED
$177,729

($37,085)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Celebrating 137 Years

513-275-6163

The Family Owned Company

Lisa & Kris Knochelmann

Owners

With a 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Lisa & Kris Knochelmann

Owners
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